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Talking Points: HB 5356 TR-9 Updates

At a recent spring stakeholder meeting, the Michigan Department of State (MDOS)
unveiled a new system for scrapping vehicles based on a revised interpretation of current
Michigan law, specifically MCL 257.217c, Sections 19-20.

MDOS determined that Class C and R dealers would be required to submit physical
vehicle titles along with a TR-9 form completed in triplicate. Due to the carbonless copy
format of the TR-9, most dealers must complete these forms by hand.

MDOS further indicated that titles must be transferred at the time a load of crushed
vehicles is moved. This would require scrap metal processors to manage and complete a
high volume of titles in real time. Under the previous interpretation of the statute, dealers
had 30 days to submit titles.

Automotive Recyclers of Michigan (ARM) believes these requirements are not feasible
for our members or for scrap metal processors. Many auto recyclers rely on third-party
operators to crush and transport vehicles. This revised process would require recyclers to
entrust original vehicle titles to third parties, creating risk and complicating
recordkeeping obligations required elsewhere in statute.

ARM worked collaboratively with MDOS to develop language and a streamlined model
for information transmission that addresses departmental concerns. This model replaces
the numbered, triplicate carbonless TR-9 form with digital uploads at both the source and
destination.

The proposed approach clarifies statutory language to allow either the scrap metal
processor or the Class C or R dealer to submit vehicle titles within 30 days, consistent
with long-standing practice.

ARM partnered with the Michigan Automobile Dealers Association (MADA) to
incorporate these language changes into legislation already developed to address multiple
vehicle titling issues. The bill has bipartisan sponsorship and support from MDOS and
other relevant state agencies.



